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Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 
Executive Committee 

Sept. 26, 2013 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds, co-chair 
Mary Vermeer Andringa, co-chair 
Barry Butler (proxy for Sally Mason) 
Kacia Cain 
John Carver (vid video) 
Rob Denson 
Cindy Dietz (proxy for Kelly Ortberg) 
Gail Kotval (proxy for Debi Durham) 
Michelle Gowdy (proxy for Paul Schickler III) 
Steven Leath 
Mark Putnam 
Bill Ruud 
Gail Wortmann, (via video) 
Jeff Weld, Executive Director 
  
REGIONAL MANAGERS: 
Lynne Campbell 
Sarah Derry 
James Hoelscher 
Beth Kulow 
Kari Webb 
 
GUESTS:  
Governor’s Office staff, Council administration staff, Hub institution staff and administrators, guest 
presenters, STEM stakeholders 
 
AGENDA 

 
Welcome:   
Lt. Governor Reynolds opened the meeting with a special welcome to the news members who will bring 
new ideas and perspectives that will make our initiative stronger. They are Brad Buck, Kacia Cain, Kelly 
Ortberg (represented by Cindy Dietz today), Mark Putnam, and Gary Scholten (who is on a business trip 
to Chile´ today).  
Mary Andringa reflected on the underlying supports that have brought Iowa STEM to a favorable 
position including bipartisan political support rooted in trade and education imperatives to address the 
skills gap as she’d recently discussed with US Secretary of Labor Tom Perez. 
Lt. Governor Reynolds responded to a request that she comment on Wednesday’s national CEO (virtual) 
Townhall Meeting on STEM hosted by STEMconnector attended by herself and Governor Branstad. 
CEOs of Accenture, Siemens, and other major STEM corporations were on hand. Lots of interest was 
expressed regarding Iowa’s STEM initiative. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker informed the Lt. 
Governor that she prioritizes STEM partnerships. 
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1. ITEM 1: Strategic America’s Public STEM Awareness Campaign 

 The “deck” prepared by Strategic America is essentially a strategic plan. Upon presenting 
the plan, the S.A. team highlighted a new logo put through committee focus group and wide 
testing via survey. It leads off an array of tactics including a message map upon which a 
common presentation will be built, public service announcements, billboards, contests, and 
more. Executive committee members expressed delight with the pace and productivity of 
S.A. on our behalf. Significantly, S.A. exceeded the cost-share requirement of the call for 
proposals. Documents are archived within this meeting packet. 
 

2. ITEM 2: STEM Classroom Competition – an update  

 Kari Webb, facilitator of the selection committee for STEM Classroom presented the process 
to arrive upon, the individuals involved in selecting, and the finalists identified for STEM 
Classroom investment by the Council. Of 23 outstanding proposals, the committee has 
narrowed the pool to six that span geographic and demographic ranges across the state. All 
six are tightly aligned with the screening rubric and fund-worthy. Three of the six will 
definitely be funded via the Council and we’re hopeful to corral funds to support additional 
applicants. Further screening is to take place through October. Michelle Gowdy advised that 
the selection committee be consistent in review practices across the six candidates. 

 Following the meeting, Mary Andringa informed Lt. Gov. Reynolds and Jeff that Vermeer 
Corporation will commit $5,000 to funding additional selectees beyond the three to be 
funded by Council. Pella Corporation also donated $5,000 to Iowa STEM last week which 
will be combined with Mary’s company’s investment. We invite all Executive Committee 
and STEM Council members to consider investing in this significant initiative and/or to 
present this investment opportunity to your contacts. Contact Exec. Dir. Jeff Weld with 
questions or commitments.  

 The presentation is archived within this meeting packet. 
 
  
3. ITEM 3: Initial STEM Professional Development Guidelines and Rubric 
 

 Lynne Campbell, chair of the STEM Professional Development Committee along with several 
members of her committee updated the Exec. Comm. on progress toward a unified and 
comprehensive Guideline and Rubric by which the Council can shape excellent professional 
development in STEM across Iowa. No precursor or model exists in the U.S. necessitating a 
trailblazing effort by the team. There is much passion within and outside of the committee for 
inclusions (and exclusions) to such a document. 

 The “argumentation” component appears to be last challenging aspect for the group to resolve 
before a final draft is arrived upon. Developers articulated the importance of such a component. 

 Exec. Comm. member Mark Putnam captured the essence of the issue by expressing that the 
idea behind Argument-Based Classrooms is sound – employers fully expect graduates to be able 
to logically defend ideas—but that the term “argument” is confrontational and may not be 
understood in the appropriate context by many educators. “Discourse”, “Claims”, and “Defense 
of ideas” might make more sense. 

 Co-Chair Mary Andringa congratulated the group on great work to this point and wondered if, as 
they move forward, they might consider how best to format the document for easy use and how 
measurement might be built in. 
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 The Executive Committee recognizes the great demand coming for quality STEM professional 
development and looks forward to a final draft to endorse hopefully in November. 

 The document draft is archived within this meeting packet. 
 
4. ITEM 4: OECD Test Opportunity for Iowa 
 

 Cindy Dietz, proxy for Kelly Ortberg was introduced by Jeff as co-developer of the 2011 Iowa 
STEM Education Roadmap. She also serves on the board of the national STEM organization 
Innovate + Educate that is facilitating US schools’ participation in the OECD Test.  

 Iowa has the opportunity to invite six secondary schools to participate in this international 
assessment at no cost thanks to a grant from the Kern Foundation. Additional Iowa schools may 
participate at their own cost. The test is 3.5 hours long, administered to 15 year-olds. 
Aggregated results situate the school and state in an international backdrop.  

 Exec. Committee members and representatives had a variety of contributions: Carver cautioned 
the heavy assessment load borne by schools; Ruud advised we check into spreading the funding 
further by seeking match; Butler advised that more time to do a 3rd party assessment would be 
ideal but that given the timeframe that is probably not tenable but the reputations of the Kern 
Foundation and of I + E assure him of its legitimacy; Fandel considered this a great opportunity 
for international benchmarking though she would like more information about what 
information comes back, how, and to whom; Wortmann would like to see large and small 
schools represented; Linn invited us to consider using the six finalists for STEM classroom; 
Andringa recommended a committee be formed to pin down these questions and move 
forward. 

 The Exec. Comm. endorsed moving forward with administering this opportunity through the 
administrative office at UNI, guided by a committee of Council volunteers. 

 An overview document of the OECD test is archived within this meeting packet. 
 
[Unscheduled updates and announcement took place at this point in the agenda] 

 James Hoelscher updated the Exec. Comm. on developments around the Active Learning 
Community’s first-ever convening at Pioneer on Oct. 1.  

 John Carver updated the Exec. Comm. on progress of the Broadband committee that he co-
chairs. Draft legislation is due December 1 and is beginning to take shape as the committee 
studies best practices domestically and abroad, and in-takes public comment. The significance of 
this development, according to Carver, is embodied by teacher-exemplars such as Shelly Vanyo 
of Boone whose talents could be enjoyed by learners across Iowa (and beyond) given adequate 
technology. 

 
5. ITEM 5: Boone STEM Scale-Up Profile 

 Executive Committee members heard from teacher Shelly Vanyo and her students and principal 
regarding the significant impact of the Council’s Scale-Up initiative on the students and culture 
of Boone High School. Thank you Shelly and your team for making time to share your 
remarkable story of impact with us.  
 

6. ITEM 6: Short Term (2 years) and long term (5 years) horizons for Iowa STEM 

 This item was tabled until November. Executive Committee members were invited to consider 
feedback from the full Council and other ideas for shaping the outlook for Iowa STEM in the 
years to come for November.  
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 A digest of the feedback on this topic gathered from the August Advisory Council meeting is 
archived within this meeting packet. 
 

7. ITEM 7: Budget Report update—bimonthly budget review 

 Kari Jastorff walked the Exec. Comm. through the FY2014 budget to date. Jeff Weld asked 
for a motion to approve expenditures as presented. 

 Rob Denson motioned, John Carver seconded. There was no further discussion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
CLOSING 
Mary Andringa spoke for both co-chairs observing that as we all look ahead the STEM future can seem 
overwhelming and that it is important for all of us to look back and take stock in the gains we’ve made, 
the distance we’ve covered, and all that has been accomplished. She congratulated the Boone group for 
their remarkable STEM implementations. To the Boone students particularly she spoke of Vermeer 
Corporation’s presence in China and how that has enabled her to see beyond the world-leading test 
scores of Chinese students to their abilities to think innovatively, which she has not seen but which 
programs like those being implemented at Boone can build. To the Exec. Comm. Mary invited this task: 
Consider the goals for STEM in Iowa and direct energies and resources to those areas where we can 
have the greatest impact. Members were thanked for their investments in STEM. 
 
ADJOURNED:  12:05PM 
 
NEXT MEETING: Monday, November 25, 2013, 10:00am to 12:00pm, ICN Room, Grimes State Office 
Building. 
 
 
 
Compiled by Jeff Weld   


